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Acknowledgement of Country
The Department for Environment and Water and its staff acknowledge Aboriginal 
people as the First Peoples and Nations of the area that we now know as South 

Australia, and that the people of each Nation obtain and maintain their spiritual and 
cultural identity from their lands and waters. Through the work of the department, 

we will continue to develop mutually beneficial partnerships to maintain and 
protect living culture, heritage, knowledge and connection, and deliver positive 

outcomes for First Nations peoples while caring for Country.



Biodiversity Act – visual guide



1 Objects/principles

What’s new

2 General duty
3 Threatened species 

process

Clearance Assessment Committee

Scientific Committee

4 Statutory Bodies

Aboriginal Biodiversity Committee

Biodiversity Council

5 State Biodiversity Plan
6 Biodiversity Data
7 Biodiversity Register
8 Biodiversity Agreements
9 Increased enforcement options
10 Culturally Significant 

Biodiversity Entities



1 Approach to regulated activites 
– schedules provide exemptions

What’s changed

3 Declaration to manage species
2 No ‘unprotected’ list of animals

4 Increased penalties
5 Native Vegetation Regulations 

incorp into Act
6 Clearance rules – large non-SA plants >20 yrs



Adelaide Park 
Lands



Native Plants
Regulated Activities

❖  Clearance of native plants of a relevant kind on land (whether public 
land or otherwise) within the regulated clearance area or on public 
land outside the regulated clearance area 

(Clearance = death or destruction of, or substantial damage)

❖  Taking a native plant of a relevant kind from public land
(Taking = interference that does not result in death, destruction or substantial 
damage (e.g. removing roots, limbs, stems, flowers, seeds or any other part of 
the plant)



Native Plants
Native Plant of a Relevant kind

❖  A native plant that is indigenous to the State 

❖  A native plant that is not indigenous to the State that 
comprises a regulated tree 

❖  A native plant of a class brought within the ambit of this 
definition by the regulations



Public Land
Means any of the following: 

❖  a reserve (National Parks Act) 

❖  a wilderness protection area/zone 

❖  a marine park 

❖  a forest reserve 

❖  unalienated land of the Crown 

❖  land held by a Minister, agent or instrumentality of the Crown on behalf 
of the Crown, excluding such land that is leased to a person other than a 
Minister, agent or instrumentality of the Crown



Schedule 2
❖  Circumstances where clearance or taking can occur 

without seeking permission

❖  Road reserves

❖  Maintenance of infrastructure

❖  Public safety

❖  Maintenance pruning

❖  Cultural burning

❖  Some circumstances require guidelines to be followed



What now 

1 Phase 1 Statutory 
Bodies

2 Phase 2 Native 
Animals

3 Phase 3 Native 
Plants



Questions
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